The aetiology of rheumatoid diseases is unclear but may be multifactorial, the result of complex interactions between environmental, neuroendocrinological, and genetic factors. Whilst several viruses ( The involvement of retroviruses in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid diseases is further indicated from cell culture work in which a retrovirus like particle (VLP) has been detected in a human T cell line cocultured with salivary gland tissue from a patient with primary Sjogren's syndrome. In addition, a VLP in cells cultured from a rheumatoid arthritis synovial fluid has shown close homology to retroviral type C particles, though it lacks the typical morphological and immunological properties of human retroviruses.19
Despite these findings, there is still much work to be done in this intriguing area of research and, clearly, an unbiased view for the role of retroviruses in rheumatoid diseases must be maintained. Understanding the interactions of retroviruses with helper viruses and protooncogenes, and the use of RT-PCR with broad spectrum oligonucleotide retroviral primers20 could yield further useful evidence. 
